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(57) ABSTRACT

A berm comprises fill material having a sloped face portion,
a plurality of reinforcing members disposed within the fill
material, and an impermeable membrane encapsulating the
fill material. The impermeable membrane is impermeable to
fluid and comprises a plurality of joined impermeable mem-
brane segments. The sloped face portion is encapsulated by
at least a portion of each of two or more of the impermeable
membrane segments. Where two impermeable membrane
segments encapsulating the sloped face portion meet, an
upper end portion of a lower one of the impermeable
membrane segments extends into the fill material and a
lower end portion of an upper one of the impermeable
membrane segments overlaps the lower one of the imper-
meable membrane segments in a shingled fashion.
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1
BERM AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING A BERM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to co-owned U.S. application
Ser. No. 15/456,829, filed Mar. 13, 2017, the contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to berms, such as
used for containment, embankments, structures, etc.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A berm is a raised barrier separating two spaces. Berms
are commonly used for containment. Berms are commonly
used in situations where the ability to construct vertically
has been constrained by the inability to expand laterally at
a slope that allows the desired vertical height to be attained
without failure. For example, berms are often used to expand
the capacity of landfills that are nearing or have reached their
capacity, but which do not have space to expand outward. In
such situations, berms may be constructed around some or
all of the landfill to increase the vertical capacity.

Berms often comprise a reinforced portion and backfill
material. The reinforced portion comprises structural fill
material with reinforcing members disposed (typically sub-
stantially horizontally) therein. Facing baskets are typically
attached to the reinforcing members to provide the needed
structural strength. These berms allow for the desired ver-
tical height in a limited space. These berms are very expen-
sive to construct, however, on a relative basis, as material
with very tight specifications must be acquired and trans-
ported and the cost of the reinforcement itself can be
prohibitive in many circumstances. Therefore, what is
needed is a method to construct these berms that allows for
economical construction and that utilizes material that can
generate the revenue necessary to cover the bulk of the cost
of the entire berm while being environmentally sound and
regulatory agency acceptable.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment of the invention, a berm comprises fill
material having a sloped face portion, a plurality of rein-
forcing members disposed within the fill material, and an
impermeable membrane encapsulating the fill material. The
impermeable membrane is impermeable to fluid and com-
prises a plurality of joined impermeable membrane seg-
ments. The sloped face portion is encapsulated by at least a
portion of each of two or more of the impermeable mem-
brane segments. Where two impermeable membrane seg-
ments encapsulating the sloped face portion meet, an upper
end portion of a lower one of the impermeable membrane
segments extends into the fill material and a lower end
portion of an upper one of the impermeable membrane
segments overlaps the lower one of the impermeable mem-
brane segments in a shingled fashion.

At least a portion of the upper end portion of the lower one
of the impermeable membrane segments that extends into
the fill material may sit on top of a portion of one of the
reinforcing members.
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At least a portion of the upper end portion of the lower one
of the impermeable membrane segments that extends into
the fill material may be affixed to a portion of one of the
reinforcing members.

The upper end portion of the lower one of the imperme-
able membrane segments that extends into the fill material
may comprise a mounded portion adjacent the face portion.

The berm may further comprise a drainage system within
the impermeable membrane. The drainage system may com-
prise a perforated pipe surrounded by a granular fill material.

The fill material may comprise contaminated fill material.
The contaminated fill material may comprise one or more of
fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom ash, boiler
slag, flue gas desulphurization material, nonhazardous con-
taminated soil, contaminated crushed glass, contaminated
crushed concrete, contaminated crushed asphalt, sand blast
grit, foundry sand, properly de-watered dredge spoils, or
combinations thereof, and wherein the contaminated fill
material is contaminated with one or more of a metal, an
acid, a base, a volatile organic compound, a semi-volatile
organic compound, a petroleum product, selenium, mercury,
lead, boron, cadmium, thallium, a polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons compound, or combinations thereof.

The impermeable membrane may comprise a geomem-
brane.

The plurality of reinforcing members may be disposed
horizontally within the fill material.

In addition to the berm, as described above, other aspects
of the present invention are directed to corresponding meth-
ods for building a berm.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S)

Having thus described the invention in general terms,
reference will now be made to the accompanying drawings,
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a simplified cross-sectional diagram of a berm,
in accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are close-up views of portions of the berm
of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which preferred embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements
throughout.

Certain terminology is used in the following description
for convenience only and is not limiting. The words “lower,”
“bottom,” “upper,” and “top” designate directions in the
drawings to which reference is made. The words “inwardly,”
“outwardly,” “upwardly” and “downwardly” refer to direc-
tions toward and away from, respectively, the geometric
center of the device, and designated parts thereof, in accor-
dance with the present disclosure. Unless specifically set
forth herein, the terms “a,” “an” and “the” are not limited to
one element, but instead should be read as meaning “at least
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one.” The terminology includes the words noted above,
derivatives thereof and words of similar import.

The combustion of coal or wood in coal or wood fired
power plants produces several materials, including: fly ash,
bottom ash, boiler slag, and flue gas desulphurization (FGD)
material. Together, these materials represent what is gener-
ally referred to as ash or sometimes as FFCPs—Fossil Fuel
Combustion Products. These materials are well-documented
sources of heavy metal contamination in air, water and on
land. Contaminants include selenium, mercury, lead, boron,
cadmium, thallium, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons com-
pounds, etc. There is an increased awareness and concern
regarding the long-term health effects of these materials on
both humans and the environment as these contaminants can
become mobile if not sequestered properly.

FFCPs generally are a very good material suitable for
utilization in embankments, re-enforced embankments,
walls, berms, roadways, etc. as they tend to be coarse in
nature and offer superior shear strength, possess a high
friction angle, and have high bearing capacity. Currently,
approximately 53 million tons/year of the 130 million tons/
year of FFCPs produced are beneficially used in structural,
concrete, wall board and other applications. Upcoming
regulatory changes may require that FFCPs be treated as
contaminated waste, thereby eliminating many of the uses
and producing a pronounced strain on the economy. Addi-
tionally, landfill capacity across the United States will be
severely stressed to handle the increased demand for simply
disposing of these FFCPs. The utilization of FFCPs and
other contaminated materials in embodiments of the present
invention will offer a suitable, environmentally-, regulatory-
and financially-sound alternative use of these types of mate-
rials.

In addition, during the development and use of land for
many residential, commercial, agricultural, industrial and
other purposes, non-hazardous contaminated soils and
media (concrete, asphalt, glass, etc.) are created. These
materials can be contaminated with metals, acids, bases,
volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds, petroleum
products, and a host of other contaminates. These materials
are well documented sources of contamination in air, water
and on land. There is an ongoing and increased awareness
and concern of the long term health effects of these materials
on both humans and the environment as these elements can
become mobile if not sequestered properly as well. These
materials, although tainted, are nonetheless valuable for
certain beneficial uses, including as a fill (structural or
backfill) material in reinforced embankment/berm applica-
tions.

The materials (FFCPs and contaminated soils/media)
used in embodiments of the invention encompass a very
broad entire spectrum of soil and material types and could be
characterized as fine grained, coarse grained, homogeneous,
non-homogeneous, etc. However characterized, in the
embodiments described herein, the material available can be
used to construct berms for landfill expansion, roadway and
berm construction and are readily available in most loca-
tions.

A berm according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion may be used for any suitable purpose, such as to create
a roadway barrier or levee or to expand the capacity of a
landfill. Such a berm is typically constructed on stable
ground. Such a berm may be of any suitable height, com-
monly about thirty to eighty feet tall. Such a berm may be
of any suitable length, commonly hundreds or even thou-
sands of feet long.
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Referring now to FIG. 1, a simplified cross-sectional
diagram of a berm is illustrated in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention. The berm 10 of FIG.
1 comprises structural fill material encapsulated by an
impermeable membrane 14. Preferably, the fill material is
fully encapsulated. The impermeable membrane is imper-
meable to fluid and comprises a plurality of joined imper-
meable membrane segments. Two of the joints between
membrane segments are visible in FIG. 1 (on the face
portion 15), but such a berm as in FIG. 1 would typically
comprise many more segments (whose joints are not shown
in FIG. 1). The berm has a face portion 15 that is partly (as
illustrated) or entirely (not illustrated) sloped. A level por-
tion 24 may be constructed into the slope of the face portion,
such as for an access road or path. A plurality of reinforcing
members 16 is disposed within the fill material 12, typically
(but not necessarily) horizontally as illustrated. In one
exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the rein-
forcing members comprise uniaxial geogrid from Tensar
International Corporation.

The fill material 12 may comprise contaminated fill
material. The contaminated fill material can be any suitable
waste product that has the desired coarseness, shear strength,
high friction angle, and high bearing capacity to function as
structural fill. The contaminated fill material should be
non-hazardous, but is nonetheless expensive to properly
dispose of The contaminated fill material may comprise
FFCPs, non-hazardous contaminated soils, contaminated
crushed glass, contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated
crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sands, properly
de-watered dredge spoils, and combinations of these mate-
rials. The contaminated fill material may be contaminated
with one or more of a metal, an acid, a base, a volatile
organic compound, a semi-volatile organic compound, a
petroleum product, selenium, mercury, lead, boron, cad-
mium, thallium, a polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons com-
pound, or combinations.

Importantly, the fill material is encapsulated by the imper-
meable membrane to prevent leachate from the contami-
nated fill material from escaping the berm (except as pur-
posely removed via a drainage system, as described below).

The impermeable membrane is, when intact, impermeable
to fluids. The impermeable membrane used in embodiments
of the invention may comprise, for example, a geomem-
brane, a compacted low permeability clay liner, a geosyn-
thetic clay liner (GCL), geomembrane laminated Geosyn-
thetic Clay Liner, etc., or any suitable liner systems that will
typically conform to Subtitle D of the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act (RCRA), conform to an approved
equivalent of Subtitle D of RCRA, or conform to a liner
and/or cover system requirement of any appropriate regu-
latory agency. The geomembrane may comprise one of
low-density polyethylene (LDPE), high-density polyethyl-
ene (HDPE), polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyurea or poly-
propylene (PP). Because of the potentially large size of such
a berm and the limited size of commercially available
geomembranes, the impermeable membrane will typically
comprise a plurality of impermeable membrane sections
joined with impermeable seams. The plurality of imperme-
able membrane sections are typically joined using any
desirable method of joining such material, including but not
limited to extrusion welding, solvent welding, fusion weld-
ing, and/or gluing (especially for PVC or PP).

Conventional mechanically stabilized earth (MSE) berms,
which are often used for landfill creation/expansion, typi-
cally have very steep face portions, with a slope of about 75
degrees or so from a horizontal plane. Such steep slopes
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enable the berms to be positioned closer to the property
boundaries, thereby maximizing the landfill capacity. How-
ever, such steep slopes require substantial structure, such as
facing baskets tied to reinforcing members, to provide the
necessary strength and stability.

Berms of embodiments of the present invention have a
much less steep face portion than conventional MSE
berms—typically about 30 to about 45 degrees from a
horizontal plane. Such a less steep face portion, where space
allows, enables a simpler structure. Specifically, berms of
embodiments of the present invention do not require facing
baskets. Since there are no facing baskets that have to be tied
to reinforcing members, it is easier to fully encapsulate the
fill material with an impermeable membrane, as the imper-
meable membrane (which, as described above, comprises a
plurality of segments) can surround the entire fill material
including the reinforcing members.

Berms of embodiments of the present invention utilize a
novel method of securing the impermeable membrane sec-
tions to the sloped face portion of the berm. The sloped face
portion is encapsulated by at least a portion of each of two
or more of the impermeable membrane segments. FIG. 2
illustrates a close-up view of a joint where two impermeable
membrane segments encapsulating the sloped face portion
meet. These two impermeable membrane segments are
labeled in FIG. 2 as upper impermeable membrane segment
14a and lower impermeable membrane segment 145. (The
upper impermeable membrane segment 14« is so labeled as
it is above the lower impermeable membrane segment 145,
but not because it is necessarily the uppermost impermeable
membrane segment encapsulating the face portion. Simi-
larly, the lower impermeable membrane segment 145 is so
labeled as it is below the upper impermeable membrane
segment 14a, but not because it is necessarily the lowermost
impermeable membrane segment encapsulating the face
portion.) The upper end portion 18 of the lower impermeable
membrane segment 145 extends into the fill material 12. The
lower end portion 22 of the upper impermeable membrane
segment 14a overlaps the lower impermeable membrane
segment 144 in a shingled fashion. The overlapping portion
of the lower end portion 22 of the upper impermeable
membrane segment 14q is affixed to the lower impermeable
membrane segment 145, typically by welding as described
above.

In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
the spacing of the reinforcing members and the height of the
impermeable membrane segments are selected such that the
above-described joints on the face portion between an upper
and a lower impermeable membrane segment occur at every
fourth reinforcing member (although other spacing may be
used).

As seen in FIG. 2, at least a portion of the upper end
portion 18 of the lower impermeable membrane segment
145 sits on top of a portion of one of the reinforcing
members 16 (alternatively, at least a portion of the upper end
portion 18 of the lower impermeable membrane segment
145 may sits below a portion of one of the reinforcing
members 16 (not illustrated)). Typically, the weight of the
fill material 12 above the upper end portion 18 is enough to
retain the upper end portion 18 against the reinforcing
member 16, which secures the impermeable membrane to
the face portion 15 (in conjunction with the other similar
joints (one other such joint is shown in FIG. 1)). Optionally,
the upper end portion 18 may be affixed (e.g., welded) to a
portion of the corresponding reinforcing member 16.

As seen in FIG. 2, a mounded portion 20 may be formed
in the upper end portion 18 and the fill material 12 imme-
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diately below. This mounded portion 20 is adjacent the face
portion. This mounded portion 20 reduces or eliminates the
space where the lower end portion 22 of the upper imper-
meable membrane segment 14a meets the upper end portion
18 of the lower impermeable membrane segment 144 to
prevent (or minimize) an undesirable accumulation of liquid
(which may leach from the fill material 12) at the joint.

Liquid may be released from the fill material after place-
ment and encapsulation. Therefore, it may be desirable to
have an optional drainage system 26 (commonly termed a
“toe drain”) within the encapsulation to drain away any
water that is released from the fill material. The drainage
system of FIG. 3 comprises a perforated pipe 28 running
along at least a portion of the length of the berm. The pipe
28 is surrounded by a granular fill material 30. An optional
plurality of drainage pipes (not illustrated) may each lead
substantially perpendicularly from the perforated pipe to an
area outside of the berm. The drainage pipes may ultimately
lead to a collection tank for later management or may
discharge into the landfill’s leachate collection and treatment
system (if the berm is part of a landfill). Each of the plurality
of drainage pipes typically pass through the impermeable
membrane via a corresponding boot that is joined to the
impermeable membrane and to the corresponding drainage
pipe with impermeable seams. A drainage layer (not illus-
trated) may be adjacent the inside surface of the imperme-
able membrane (such as along the bottom surface). The
drainage layer, which may comprise a geocomposite or any
other suitable geosynthetic drainage media, helps channel
any water toward the granular fill and the perforated pipe.
The drainage system may vary significantly depending on
the requirements of the specific implementation of the
invention. For example, the drainage system may omit the
plurality of drainage pipes. In such an embodiment, the
perforated pipe may drain into a gravel conduit which may
extend downward into the landfill.

The illustrated berm 10 has a roughly trapezoidal shape
with opposing inwardly sloping sides, although the face
portion 15 is broken up by a level portion 24 and the bottom
surface is not straight either (the bottom surface slopes down
in the middle to facilitate drainage). However, a berm of
embodiments of the present invention may have any suitable
shape, with the only limitation being that the face portion
should be angled at less than about 45 degrees relative to the
bottom surface of the berm. As an example, the side opposite
the face portion 15 may have a portion that slopes outward
and downward from the top surface and a portion that slopes
upward and outward from the bottom surface.

A berm of embodiments of the present invention may
have two opposing angled face portions, each having imper-
meable membrane segments secured to reinforcing members
as described above (not illustrated).

Construction of a berm according to embodiments of the
invention generally begins with site improvements, infra-
structure relocation, and subgrade preparation. Decommis-
sioning and/or relocation of monitoring wells, gas probes,
water/sewer lines, communications and/or electricity cables,
stormwater features, and other appurtenances may be nec-
essary. This work will generally be performed prior to
subgrade preparation. The existing subgrade along the berm
footprint may require cut/fill in order to bring existing
grades to the proposed base grade elevations, as specified in
the construction drawings. Depending on the foundation
conditions, foundation improvements (e.g., deep soil mix-
ing, soil columns) may be required prior to construction of
the berm.
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To construct the berm, clean structural fill or suitable
contaminated soil/media (as described above) (provided the
contaminated soil/media can be amended or manipulated to
meet the parameters provided by a design engineer and can
meet regulatory approval) shall be used as the fill material.
To facilitate uniform compaction of both the structural fill
material, the construction of the berm shall typically be
carried out in the following steps:

1. Place and compact 1.5-foot-thick (although thickness
may vary based on the design parameters of the specified
berm) lift of structural fill as specified in the construction
drawings.

2. Place structural geogrid on structural fill surface of
structural fill to at least one foot from face of the berm.

3. Repeat Step 1 at least another three times, as specified
in the construction drawings, with each layer setback 1%
feet to form a berm facing of 45-degree angle.

4. A sheet of impermeable geomembrane is placed on top
of the structural fill layer with the back edge at least a foot
from the face of the berm and temporarily anchored in place.
The leading edge of the sheet is then rolled down the face of
berm to overlay the previous impermeable geomembrane (if
beyond the initial layer) with at least one foot of overlap.

5. The impermeable geomembrane is welded to the pre-
vious impermeable geomembrane segment longitudinally
down the entire seam to form a continuous joined seam
where the two sheets of impermeable geomembrane overlap.

6. Typically, four sections shall be installed following
steps 1-5. Depending on the configuration of the wall at a
specific site, fewer sections may be constructed at a given
time but, typically, no more than four sections will be
constructed in one sequence, allowing for facing elements to
be installed.

7. Construct the next section of structural fill as outlined
in steps 1-6.

8. Repeat steps 7 until the berm is complete.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tion will come to mind to one skilled in the art to which this
invention pertains having the benefit of the teachings pre-
sented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated
drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention
is not to be limited to the specific embodiments disclosed
and that modifications and other embodiments are intended
to be included within the scope of the appended claims.
Although specific terms are employed herein, they are used
in a generic and descriptive sense only and not for purposes
of limitation.

That which is claimed:

1. A berm comprising:

fill material having a sloped face portion;

a plurality of reinforcing members disposed within the fill
material; and

an impermeable membrane encapsulating the fill material,
the impermeable membrane being impermeable to
fluid, the impermeable membrane comprising a plural-
ity of joined impermeable membrane segments;

wherein the sloped face portion is encapsulated by at least
a portion of each of two or more of the impermeable
membrane segments; and

wherein, where two impermeable membrane segments
encapsulating the sloped face portion meet, an upper
end portion of a lower one of the impermeable mem-
brane segments is spaced apart from an upper one of the
impermeable membrane segments and thereby extends
into the fill material and a lower end portion of the
upper one of the impermeable membrane segments
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overlaps the lower one of the impermeable membrane
segments in a shingled fashion.
2. The berm of claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the
upper end portion of the lower one of the impermeable
membrane segments extending into the fill material sits on
top of a portion of one of the reinforcing members.
3. The berm of claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the
upper end portion of the lower one of the impermeable
membrane segments extending into the fill material is
affixed to a portion of one of the reinforcing members.
4. The berm of claim 1, wherein the upper end portion of
the lower one of the impermeable membrane segments
extending into the fill material comprises a mounded portion
adjacent the face portion.
5. The berm of claim 1, further comprising a drainage
system within the impermeable membrane.
6. The berm of claim 5, wherein the drainage system
comprises a perforated pipe surrounded by a granular fill
material.
7. The berm of claim 1, wherein the fill material com-
prises contaminated fill material; and
wherein the contaminated fill material comprises one or
more of fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom
ash, boiler slag, flue gas desulphurization material,
nonhazardous contaminated soil, contaminated crushed
glass, contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated
crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sand, properly
de-watered dredge spoils, or combinations thereof; and
wherein the contaminated fill material is contaminated
with one or more of a metal, an acid, a base, a volatile
organic compound, a semi-volatile organic compound,
a petroleum product, selenium, mercury, lead, boron,
cadmium, thallium, a polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons compound, or combinations thereof.
8. The berm of claim 1, wherein the impermeable mem-
brane comprises a geomembrane.
9. The berm of claim 1, wherein the plurality of reinforc-
ing members are disposed horizontally within the fill mate-
rial.
10. The berm of claim 1, wherein a portion of one or more
of the plurality of reinforcing members is disposed between
the upper end portions of adjacent impermeable membrane
segments.
11. The berm of claim 1, wherein a portion of each of the
plurality of reinforcing members is disposed between the
upper end portions of adjacent impermeable membrane
segments.
12. A method of creating a berm, the method comprising:
disposing a plurality of reinforcing members within fill
material having a sloped face portion; and

encapsulating the fill material with an impermeable mem-
brane, the impermeable membrane being impermeable
to fluid, the impermeable membrane comprising a
plurality of joined impermeable membrane segments;

wherein the sloped face portion is encapsulated by at least
a portion of each of two or more of the impermeable
membrane segments; and

wherein, where two impermeable membrane segments

encapsulating the sloped face portion meet, an upper
end portion of a lower one of the impermeable mem-
brane segments is spaced apart from an upper one of the
impermeable membrane segments and thereby extends
into the fill material and a lower end portion of the
upper one of the impermeable membrane segments
overlaps the lower one of the impermeable membrane
segments in a shingled fashion.



US 10,145,079 B1

9

13. The method of claim 12, wherein at least a portion of
the upper end portion of the lower one of the impermeable
membrane segments extending into the fill material sits on
top of a portion of one of the reinforcing members.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein at least a portion of
the upper end portion of the lower one of the impermeable
membrane segments extending into the fill material is
affixed to a portion of one of the reinforcing members.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the upper end
portion of the lower one of the impermeable membrane
segments extending into the fill material comprises a
mounded portion adjacent the face portion.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

disposing a drainage system within the impermeable

membrane.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the drainage system
comprises a perforated pipe surrounded by a granular fill
material.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein the fill material
comprises contaminated fill material; and

wherein the contaminated fill material comprises one or

more of fossil fuel combustion product, fly ash, bottom
ash, boiler slag, flue gas desulphurization material,
nonhazardous contaminated soil, contaminated crushed
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glass, contaminated crushed concrete, contaminated
crushed asphalt, sand blast grit, foundry sand, properly
de-watered dredge spoils, or combinations thereof; and
wherein the contaminated fill material is contaminated
with one or more of a metal, an acid, a base, a volatile
organic compound, a semi-volatile organic compound,
a petroleum product, selenium, mercury, lead, boron,
cadmium, thallium, a polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons compound, or combinations thereof.

19. The method of claim 12, wherein the impermeable
membrane comprises a geomembrane.

20. The method of claim 12, wherein the plurality of
reinforcing members are disposed horizontally within the fill
material.

21. The method of claim 12, wherein a portion of one or
more of the plurality of reinforcing members is disposed
between the upper end portions of adjacent impermeable
membrane segments.

22. The method of claim 12, wherein a portion of each of
the plurality of reinforcing members is disposed between the
upper end portions of adjacent impermeable membrane
segments.



